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the Town and Country shop-
ping center. 
 

• Mike’s Car Wash 
Mike’s Car Wash has re-
ceived approval to build a 
new express car wash facility 
at Heritage Square off of 
State Road 23 near the Mar-
tin’s fueling center.  Al-
though the company oper-
ates in many locations 
around the State, this is the 
first location in Mishawaka. 

• Hotel Annexation Proposed 
By Federal law, cities are not 
allowed to change bounda-
ries the year prior to the U.S. 
Census.  As such, even 
though there has been an 
economic downturn, re-
quests for annexation and 
development have continued 
in part due to the limitations 
on annexation that will occur 
in 2009.  A request received 
in August was for a 5.4 acre 
parcel located at 15435 
Douglas Road, across from 
WSBT Studios, for a new Holi-
day Inn Hotel.  If approved, 
the hotel will include 122 

guest rooms, restaurant, and 
banquet facilities. 
 

• New Fueling Centers 
The City has recently ap-
proved the construction of 
two new supermarket fueling 
centers at existing shopping 
centers.  The first center will 
be located in front of Martin’s 
Supermarket site on Bitter-
sweet Road.  The Martin’s 
fueling center will be similar 
to the facility recently con-
structed at Heritage Square 
off of State Road 23.  The sec-
ond fueling station will be 
located adjacent to Kroger in 

Of Special Interest: 
Looking for something to 
do this weekend? Visit 

ArtsEverywhere.com  for 
events happening in our 
community, discount ticket 
offers and so much more. 
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All past issues of the 
Communicator are available at 

www.mishawakacity.com 

175th Anniversary Facts: 
•  In 1832 Alanson Hurd in-
vestigated the site of pre-
sent day Mishawaka  for 
deposits of bog iron.  

 •  In 1837 the first dam and 
lock was constructed in 
Mishawaka. Construction 
took 2 years and cost the 
City $38,000. 

•  The first stable paper in 
M i s h a w a k a  b e g a n           
publishing in 1853; it was 
known as the Free Press. 
and later changed its name 
to the Mishawaka Enter-
prise.  

 

Working together to build the “Best Hometown in America” by delivering exceptional services, promoting safe 
and clean neighborhoods, elevating the quality of life, and inspiring pride in our community. 
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Mishawaka, Indiana Jeff Rea, Mayor September 2008 

 

of sheet piling to support the 
railroad bridge carrying 
trains over the roadway.  

As the 2008 construction sea-
son advances, improvements 
have been much more visi-
ble. A section of Main Street 
between Battell and Broad-
way has been constructed to 
its final width of four travel 

(see back page) 

Dear Friends and Neighbors: 

As many of you travel 
through the North Main 
Street corridor and observe 
the construction, I frequently 
get asked, “What is the status 
of the underpass?” One of 
the most important public 
works projects the City has 
ever undertaken is the Main 
Street Underpass.  This pro-
ject was designed to re-route 
Main Street’s traffic beneath 
the Canadian National Rail-
road, and to make much-
needed improvements to the 
Main Street transportation 
corridor between downtown 
and SR 23. 

Construction on the under-
pass and improvements offi-
cially began in September 

2007 with a ground breaking 
at the site of the bridge.  With 
the proposed Main Street 
pavement being more than 
20 feet wider than the exist-
ing roadway. Since major 
portions are being con-
structed on a new alignment 
of Main Street, the first phase 
of the project was to relocate 
crucial utilities such as tele-
phone, electric, gas, cable, 
water mains and sanitary 
sewers in order to make 
room for installation of storm 
sewers and retaining walls 
that will enable the roadway 
to pass under the railroad. 
Canadian National Railroad 
rerouted the railroad tracks 
to a temporary runaround 
south of the main tracks to 
provide room for installation 

Main Street Underpass 



Around the Town 
 

September: 
17th - Battell School get together 

Merrifield South Pavilion 4:30-6:30 
 
20th - Punt Pass and Kick Contest 

Steele Field 8:00-8:45a.m. registration  
Competition begins at 9:00a.m. 

 
Mishawaka Football Leauge - 
   plays every Sunday in September at 

John Young and Hums Schools, start-
ing at noon. 

 
Tot Soccer - plays every Tuesday and 

Thursday in September. 
 
Fall Softball - plays Mondays,  

Thursdays, and Fridays from August 
25th through October of 2008. 

The City of Mishawaka is a city that has 
always been known for its great “quality 
of life”.  The Mishawaka City Parks have 
always played a major role in enhancing 
this quality of life, in part, because the 
city has committed itself in making the 
city parks an area for families and 
friends to gather and come together as a 
community.  Recently, improvements 
made to the Robert C. Beutter Riverfront 

Park have made it the “crown jewel” of 
the Mishawaka’s Park system. 

In order to curtail suspicious activity, 
and vandalism in all of the City’s parks, 
the Mishawaka Parks Department in  
conjunction with the Mishawaka Police 
Department developed a program 
geared toward helping make our parks 
safer at night.  The program, dubbed 
CAP for Citizens in Alliance with Police,  

partners  the Mishawaka Police and 
Parks Departments with community  
spirited volunteers to help report on acts 
of vandalism in the parks. volunteers 
who patrol the downtown area parks in 
the evening hours.  These citizens are 
given basic training in first aid and on 
what to do if they encounter a problem.  
After completing this training, they are 
named as member of Caps, equipped 
with a Mishawaka Police radio, and sent 

Citizen in Alliance with Police (CAP) 

lanes with a center left turn lane including curbs, sidewalks and street 
lighting. Broadway and Jefferson have been reconstructed at their inter-
sections with Main Street. Marion Street east of Main has been recon-
structed with a new connection with Broadway.  

Since April of this year much progress has been made on the railroad 
bridge that will carry the Canadian National Railroad over Main Street. It 
will be completed by the end of August enabling the construction to 
move into the next phase, which will require the closure of Main Street to 
all traffic during September and October to permit the rerouting of the 
railroad tracks from the temporary track alignment onto the Main Street 
Bridge. While the railroad tracks are being rerouted, the bridge contrac-
tor will be concentrating his efforts on installation of the retaining walls 
along the outsides of the underpass roadway north of the railroad. Also 
during this closure the roadway contractor will be constructing the con-
crete pavement for realigned Main Street north of Jefferson to a connec-
tion with existing Main Street at Donaldson Street. 

The rerouting of the trains onto the railroad bridge will allow for the re-
moval of the sheet piling along the south side of the railroad and work on 
construction of the retaining walls phase to begin. If you are interested in 
watching construction of this phase south of the railroad as it progresses 
to a scheduled completion date of September 2009, visit our project con-
struction camera should provide some excellent views by pasting this 
location in your web browser http://www.oxblue.com/pro/open/?
webPath=transtech/mishawaka. If you have any questions, 
please contact the Mayor’s Office at 574.258.1601.  

VisitMishawaka.com MishawakaUtilities.com MishawakaCity.com 

Check out the complete 
city calendar on the web: 

MishawakaCity.com 

A Letter from the Mayor (continued) 

out on their beat to patrol the five   
downtown parks. The response to this 
program has been very favorable.   

Reasons vary why people become     
involved in the CAP program.  Many of 
our CAP volunteers are Mishawaka   
residents who enjoy and appreciate our 
city parks and want to see them       main-
tained for future generations.     Others 
enjoy the ability to be able to partner 
with the Mishawaka Police and Parks 
Departments to help cut down  on      
vandalism.  Still others see it as a        
relaxing way to spend an evening     
serving the community.   

If you see our volunteers driving the 
CAP golf cart in the downtown city 
parks, please give them a wave as a way 
of letting them know that you appreciate 
their service.  If you would like to       
become a CAP volunteer,   please      
contact either Asst. Chief Mike Samp or 
Training Coordinator Lt. Don Haywood 
at 258-1678.   
 

CAP Members Bud Kronewitter and Mick Lannoo 
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