
 A Letter from Mayor Dave Wood 

    Mishawaka Communicator 
                                         

August 2011 

                                         

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 
It is hard to believe that this September 11th will mark the 10th anniversary 
of the terrorist attacks that shook our nation.  Since that clear September 
day when so much wanton harm and destruction occurred and tore at our 
hearts, our country has risen up out of the ashes and rebuilt it-
self.  Through our collective actions and mentality, we proved to the world 
that the United States does not fall from one punch.  I believe, through 
the help of our courageous military personnel, many our own sons and 
daughters, grandchildren, nieces and nephews and the strength inherent 

in each and every American, we have come together to make our country safer, better, 
and stronger than ever before.   
 
While September 11th did occur nearly 10 years ago, it is hard to imagine a day going by 
where each and every one of us are not somehow affected by those tragic events.  From 
airport security to watching our men and women in uniform being sent overseas, our na-
tion was changed that day. On September 11th, 2011, our community will be come to-
gether for a REMEMBRACE CEREMONY and I invite you to join my family and me at Beut-
ter Park at 8:00 p.m. to attend Mishawaka’s candlelight ceremony 

Send your questions, comments, or concerns to communicator_feedback@mishawaka.in.gov 

                                          

We want your input to help identify priorities for future 
sidewalk and street improvements! 
 
As the saying goes, everything old is new again.  When the 
heart of our City was developed in the mid eighteen hun-
dreds, the automobile didn’t exist and walking was a way of 
life.  All the older areas of the City with small lots, alleys, 
and little off street parking can attest that these properties 
were probably not developed with the same emphasis on 
the automobile that exists today. 
 
Since the 1950’s, common planning principles revolved 
around implementing a road network for the automobile as 
part of new development.   McKinley Avenue, Grape Road, 
and other traditional shopping centers were developed in 
this era where a focus was placed on accommodating traf-
fic.  Typical suburban style residential developments were 
also developed during this time like Reverewood where set-
backs were provided to accommodate off street parking in 
driveways. 
 

In the last few decades we have seen resurgent interest in providing alternative forms of 
transportation both as a necessity for those who do not own 
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Pedestrian & Bicycle Route Prioritization Survey 

Youth Football Sign-ups 
 

Youth Tackle Football: 
Sign-ups until August 23rd 

(Physicals are required. See all 
requirements online.) 

 

Flag Football: 
Sign-ups are going on now 

(physicals not required) 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
 
Aug 27th & 28th - 10am – 6pm 
Michiana Renaissance Festi-
val - Kamm Island 
 

Aug 29th – 7pm  
Harvest Dance – Battell Park 
 

Sept 10th - 7:30 pm 
Evening at the Oasis - Ruby 
Jazayre - Dance Seminar and 
Concert - Battell Auditorium 
  

Battell Center Classes 
 

Starting September 5th - New 
Fall classes for adults and chil-
dren begin and include: 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays - Sr. 
Shape Up  
Fridays - Exercise for Arthritis 
On going - Line Dance - Tues-
days 9:30 – Battell Gym 
Sept 8th - Creative Watercolor 
Sept 13th - Portraits & Florals 
Sept 8th - Organ Class 
Sept 7th - Quilt Making Basics 
Sept 7th - Aerobic Dance 
Sept 12th - Ballroom Round 
Dance 
Sept 13th - Tai Chi 
Sept 13th - Yoga 
Sept 6th - Aquacise 
Sept 7th - Aerobicize 
Sept 12th - Recreational Pom 
Pons 
Sept 12th - Let’s Dance 
Sept 14th - Baton 
Sept 14th - Parade & Baton 
Competition  

Congratulations to 
Hannah Coppens 

2011 Youth Triathalon Winner 



marking the 10th anniversary of that sad day.  Please bring your own candle. 
Mishawaka’s Police and Fire Honor Guard will also be in attendance.  From Sep-
tember 1st - September 14th at Beutter Park there will also be a very special Memo-
rial to honor the fire fighters that lost their lives in the World Trade Center attacks 
in New York City. There will be 50 customized markers, each identified with the 
name, rank, and unit of one of the 343 fallen fire fighters. We hope that you will 
have a chance to visit this very special memorial honoring these special heroes to 
our nation. 
 
I hope you will take a moment out of your busy schedules to join 
me in remembering not only all who were lost, but also all the 

good that has come since.  I look forward to standing united with you this September 11th.   

                                   

a car and to improve our quality of life.  This has led to creation of the City’s riverwalk system and increased spend-
ing for improving and creating sidewalks.  Since 1990, when the Americans with Disabilities Act was passed, every 
year the City has made incremental improvements to make our City more accessible, not just for those with specific 
disabilities, but for everyone.  We have also emphasized a safe route to school program working in concert with 
School City of Mishawaka. 
 
Since our City’s establishment in 1833, a lot of infrastructure has been built.  To upgrade the City’s infrastructure all 
at once is not only impossible but, in some cases, it is not even desirable.  Thus, the City continues to prioritize how 
to incrementally improve sidewalks and designate routes for bicycles.  This is where your help is needed. 
 
Since funds are limited, we want to make improvements where they are most desired.  The point of this survey is for 
you as a resident/property owner to identify places where improvements would both encourage and help you and 
your family to walk and bike.  Please understand that we are not looking for an inventory of the areas that do not 
currently have walks, ramps, or bike lanes, unless you or your family would use them.       
 
Please respond on-line at www.mishawaka.in.gov/sidewalkbikesurvey.  If you do not have access to a 
computer, or would prefer a paper copy to fill out, survey forms are available at the Mayor’s Office dur-
ing business hours at City Hall.  Ideally, once all input is received, we will use the information to create priorities 
and expand/refine proposed construction projects to maximize the impact/effectiveness of the improvement. 
 
We also want to remind you of a popular program that has helped many Mishawaka homeowners upgrade their resi-
dential property.  The City has a 50/50 curb and sidewalk replacement program.  The City pays half of your qualified 
curb and sidewalk upgrades.  If you are looking for information on the replacement program, you can review it on-
line at www.mishawaka.in.gov/curbsidewalk. 
 
One of our goals as is to continue to positively impact the quality of life for you and your family, your neighborhood, 
and the entire City of Mishawaka.  Providing for alternative forms of transportation contributes to that goal.  Your 
help and participation is both essential and appreciated!  
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Pedestrian & Bicycle Route Prioritization Survey (continued) 

Send your questions, comments, or concerns to communicator_feedback@mishawaka.in.gov 
                                         

                                   

Summer Concerts in the Park 
Battell Bandshell Concert Series - 7:00 pm Beutter Park Concert Series - 6:30 pm 
  

  

  

 Eberhart Concert Series - 8:00 pm 
  

August 1st Ron Wiggins Quartet 

August 8th Michiana Concert Band 

August 15th Kellirae & Craig 

August 22nd Pat Heiden 

August 30th Valleyaires - Series Finale 

August 4th Last Call 

August 11th Alligator Blackbird 

August 18th Ground Control (rain date) 

August 19th Last Call 

http://www.mishawaka.in.gov/sidewalkbikesurvey�
http://www.mishawaka.in.gov/curbandsidewalk�
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