CITY OF MISHAWAKA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION JUNE 6, 2017

A regular meeting of the Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission was held Tuesday, June 6, 2017.
Meeting was called to order at City Hall at 4:00 pm.

Commission members in attendance: Terry DeMaegd, Dave Eisen, Jennifer Johns, Doug Merritt, Nancy
Seidler, and Faye Sullivan. Advisory members present: Alan Grzeskowiak, Shirley McAlister, Thomas
Morris, Jason Stoller, and Cliff Zenor. Staff: Christa Hill. Public: Dave Straughn.

Jennifer Johns was added to the May minutes. A motion by Dave Eisen, seconded by Nancy Seidler
approved the May minutes as amended.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Historic Districts/Plaques
Mason Update: Cliff Zenor contacted two masons, but neither would take the job because it
was too small. We need someone who is insured. Christa offered to get a list of all masons who
were licensed with the City. Christa Hill asked if there was another way, like staking it in the
front yard or at one time we talked about embedding it into a rock. Cliff conferred with Todd
Zieger of Indiana Landmarks, and confirmed it really should be on the building. There was not
an example of one that had been done another way. Jennifer Johns offered the name of the
mason who had done work at Ruthmere.

B. Public Relations & Community Education
Alan Grzeskowiak organized the HPC marching in the Memorial Day parade. There were three
participants; Alan, Jennifer Johns and Judy Gray. Tom Morris remarked people told him they
saw the banner.
Doug Merritt was contacted by Bruce with the Lincoln Highway wants a link to his website from
the HPC website. Christa Hill to check with IT about how to get the link on the website. We
have links to other websites, like Indiana landmarks, etc.

C. Administration and Incentives

There was no report.
D. Staff Notes
The Planning Department will be getting an intern this summer, so we will have some extra help,

especially with getting new information on our website. One project is getting the story map up
and running.

Doug Merritt received a letter from the Mishawaka Historic Museum. Christa Hill confirmed the
location at 113 N. Main Street. Cliff Zenor asked when it might open. Terry DeMaegd is on the
email list to find out more information.

OLD BUSINESS
2017 Preservation Awards Report
Cliff Zenor presented and all of the recipients wanted to get up and speak their thanks. He thanked Tom

Morris and Jason Stoller for preparing questions and getting responses from the recipients. Our photos
did not turn out very good, but someone from St. Michael’s Church was taking a lot of photos, so Cliff
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will contact the church to use those pictures on the website. Tom confirmed Cliff did a nice job with the
PowerPoint presentation and the speaking.

Historical Marker Guidelines Program

There were no updates to the Historical Marker Guidelines Program. We will vote in July.

The Freddie Fitzsimmons sign was installed mid-May. Doug Merritt provided a photo. Terry DeMaegd
cautioned there is some turmoil between the owner and tenants, so we are holding off on the official
unveiling. We are trying to coordinate schedules between the owner, the Mayor and South Bend Cubs.
Cliff Zenor says there are some code issues with the house, like tall grass and debris on the porch. Doug
offered bunting and suggested the HPC banner to cover the porch. We need to invite the Council and
Pete DeKever.

NEW BUSINESS

Section 106 Review: SR 331 Bridge Rehabilitation

Christa Hill received an email from Matthew Prybylski with Amec Foster Wheeler Environment &
Infrastructure, Inc about a project on the Capital Avenue bridge just north of Lincolnway East. The area
of potential effect includes Riviera Place and Old No. 4.  If we do not respond within thirty (30) days,
we will not receive any further information on the project unless the scope of work changes. Doug
Merritt thinks we should participate so we will continue getting communications. From this paperwork,
Doug does not think the scope of work has been decided. We should protect Riviera Place with all the
effort they have put into maintaining the island and pillars out by Lincolnway. Dave Eisen found a
sentence on page 3, “It is not likely that the proposed SR 331 Bridge Rehabilitation will directly or
indirectly impact the character-defining features of any NRHP eligible resources located within the APE.”
Dave would like further clarification on this statement? Tom Morris said they were aware the survey
but, no homeowners have been directly notified. Nancy Seidler asked the scope of the project; is it
being widened, replaced, repaired? Christa read they had several options of how to do the work; close
one lane at a time, work on it from a barge in the river, etc. Cliff Zenor suggested contacting Matt
and/or INDOT to find out how and when the homeowners would be contacted. Doug thinks they might
be using some vacant property for staging. Christa will forward the email about how to get the PDF
from the website. Keep the message simple.

Dave Eisen made a motion to respond, seconded by Faye Sullivan.

Boy Scout Nomination for Indiana Landmarks’ Servaas Award

At the awards Council meeting, Todd Zeiger suggested Joey Baldares would be a good candidate for the
Indiana Landmarks’ Servaas Award — Youth Category. Cliff Zenor prepared the nomination, thanking
Kate Voelker and the Mayor for writing letters of recommendation. The Committee meets in June and
presented in September. The prize comes with a $1000 check. Even if he doesn’t win, it is good PR.

Donation of center court gym floor section to new Historical Museum

Cliff Zenor still has the center court of the Main Jr. High floor. It is about 4’ x 4’, but just a bundle a
sticks. Cliff just wants to transfer ownership and help coordinate the construction. Dave Straughn
suggested Club 15 Athletic Club may be able to help putting it together, if there is not a time constraint.
We could also offer it as another Eagle Scout project.
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Dave Eisen made a motion to transfer ownership to the Mishawaka Historical Museum, seconded by
Nancy Seidler.

Tour of St. Michael’s Church

At the awards Council meeting, several of the Councilmembers asked for a tour. Cliff Zenor will set up a
date and time with the church, probably to coincide with a regular meeting of the HPC and invite the
Council, maybe someone from the paper as well. From the outside you have nice architecture like the
onion dome, but the inside seems three times as big, it has stain glass windows, hand painted alter, etc.
Doug Merritt asked if the church be a candidate for the new Historical Marker Program?

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Dave Staughn offered an article about the Mishawaka Historical Museum in the Mishawaka Enterprise.

Cliff Zenor heard from Pete DeKever that Wyatt Mick wanted to know how to landmark his office
building at 400 Lincolnway East. Cliff did some background information. He provided the information
from the 1995 Sites and Structures Inventory, and even found an obituary of the original owner. Doug
Merritt suggested staff send an application.

Dave Staughn says the bench in Battell Park looks great now that it is fixed. Cliff Zenor would like to
send a thank you note to Martin’s Greenhouse for their donation after the Rock Garden plantings were
vandalized.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Terry DeMaegd at 5:00, seconded by Dave Eisen.

Doug Merritt, Chairman Christa Hill, Secretary
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