CITY OF MISHAWAKA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION September 5, 2017

A regular meeting of the Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission was held Tuesday, September 5,
2017 at St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, 712 E Lawrence St.

Chairman Doug Merritt called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.

Commission members in attendance: Mike Bultinck, Dave Eisen, Judy Gray, Doug Merritt, Faye Sullivan
and Kate Voelker.

Advisory members present: Alan Grzeskowiak, Shirley McAlister, Thomas Morris, Jason Stoller, and Cliff
Zenor.

Staff: Christa Hill and Ken Prince.

Public: Dave Straughn and Mary Zenor.

A motion by Dave Eisen seconded by Mike Bultinck approved the July 5, 2017 Meeting
Minutes and the August 1, 2017 Meeting Recap.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
COA 17-02: A Certificate of Appropriateness for the Rosemary’s Garden project
inside Battell Park.

The Applicants are requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for the following project, to be known as
Rosemary’s Garden: 1) remove several trees on the east side of the park; 2) install “Mishawaka
Riverwalk” sign; 3)Pave path and area for swings; 4) install 2 swings; 5) install 1 new light; and 6) new
landscaping around sign and swings.

Ken Prince, City Planner, speaking on behalf of the City, presented the plan for Rosemary’s Garden. The
Master Plan, shown as part of COA 15-02 has an overlook seating area on the far east side. A point of
clarification, the part of the park east of Ann Street, is not historical, and this project straddles that line.
Rosemary Klaer’s left a portion of her estate to the Parks Department. Mayor Dave Wood saw a park
similar to this in Whiting Indiana and thought it might work in Battell Park. The swing has gone through
several versions after talking to different manufacturers about style and materials. The trees coming
down are to establish a view. Grading will take place to smooth out a now sharp decline. Even though
there is an entrance to the Riverwalk , it is not identified as such. We will add a new sign matching the
WPA style rock used in other signs. In the future, the Princess Mishawaka statue, currently next to City
Hall may be relocated here. Bids were opened for the project this morning at $150,000 but will not be
awarded for a couple of weeks.

Dave Eisen asked if “Battell Park” could be added to the sign. Ken Prince will have the developer
redesign the sign in incorporate Battell Park and will send those around to the HPC for a vote.

Dave Straughn asked about the War Memroial. Ken Prince said it was all about funding.

Kate Voelker asked where the sign would be located. It would be visible when coming south on Ann
Street.

Doug Merritt pointed out adding more to the sign may cause the scale of the words to get smaller. He
would like to see a rendering of the revised sign, but does not want to slow down the project. Ken
assured him the project is still in planning phases, so that change could be made.
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Kate Voelker made the Finding of Facts motion, seconded by Dave Eisen.

| move that the Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission find as a fact that the proposed

Rosemary’s Garden project at Battell Park, known as Certificate of Appropriateness #17-02 if

constructed according to the plans submitted on September 5, 2017 after a rendering of a new sign

including the words “Battell Park” is provided to the HPC based on the following Findings of Fact:

1. The Certificate of Appropriateness will allow the Appellant to install Rosemary’s Garden and provide
an open view of the river and historic downtown. The addition of the sign helps identify the
entrance to the Mishawaka Riverwalk.

2. The sign will utilize similar rock construction as previous signs to compliment other rock work in the
park. The trees that are being removed are insignificant to the park’s landscaping. The swings will
be in a rustic style but made from a material that is best when other factors, like maintenance and
liability were taken into consideration.

3. These changes, additions and deletions are appropriate alterations to the park. The scale, material,
and proportion are appropriate.

Kate Voelker made the Approval motion, seconded by Dave Eisen.
Based on the preceding findings of fact, | move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a
certificate of appropriateness to The City of Mishawaka for Certificate of Appropriateness #17-02.

Ken Prince was asked to give a Castle Manor update. It came in overbudget due to the roof and some
things being done to a commercial level, like electric and kitchen. The estimate is to complete the
project by February. Doug Merritt asked if there was the possibility to film the before and during the
renovation for documentation.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Historic Districts/Plaques

There was no update on the mason for the Merrifield Cass House.
B. Public Relations & Community Education
The only two missing are Carlton Tavern House and Will’s Clock. Cliff had an article on Carlton

Tavern from when he presented the plaque. Doug would research Will’s Clock.

C. Administration and Incentives
Christa Hill will print out Appendix A for the Handbook.

D. Staff Notes
There was a Freddie Fitzsimmons article on the Mishawaka Enterprise. Kate Voelker says there
is a new series about famous Mishawaka alumni and the first one was about the woman who
lived in her house.

OLD BUSINESS
Alan Grzeskowiak provided a recap of the Mishawaka Heritage Festival. We were located in
the Dodge Pavilion because we needed electricity. We had a slide show provided by CIiff
Zenor and a Jeopardy game. It started a lot of dialogue. The brochure seemed successful.
Next year, possibility of promotional items. Also idea of bringing out Doug’s old fire engine for
a photo opportunity and charge. Run by legal.
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NEW BUSINESS
Christa Hill had some examples of promotional items the City had made in the past, a Frisbee
and a bag. If we use the City Vendor, we save some time getting them setup. Kate Voelker
suggested plastic cups were big during Summerfest. Christa will get a specific quote.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR
Doug Merritt said the western Riviera Place marker was damaged during a traffic accident over
the weekend. Christa Hill has already been contacted by a homeowner, however, learned they
have no official homeowner’s association, so there is no insurance on the marker. They hope
to go through the driver’s insurance. We are unsure if it is in City/State right-of-way or on
private property. The HPC would like to office assistance. CIiff Zenor suggested Slaite Tile’s
warehouse for matching brick.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 4: 40pm.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION: Tour of St. Michael’s with Father Yuri
Mayor Dave Wood and Councilman Mike Compton joined the tour of the church. Father Yuri
explained the history of the Ukrainan Catholic Church and how it differs from other versions of
Catholics. We were also treated to descriptions and meanings of the beautiful paintings and
stained glass windows.

Doug Merritt,Chairman Christa Hill, Secretary

Page 3 of 3



