
Why Not Live in Mishawaka?

Recently, the Wall Street Journal and
Realtor.com ranked the greater
Mishawaka region as the number one
housing market in America for Spring
2026. That is not by accident.

The ranking was driven by strong
demand, affordability, quality of life,
economic opportunity, and
communities where people still believe
in investing in the future.

As I read the article, I could not help
but think: They are describing
Mishawaka. 

So once again, I ask the question I
posed during this year’s State of the
City Address: Why wouldn’t you want
to live in Mishawaka?

Families today are looking for safe
neighborhoods, strong schools,
affordability, parks, recreation, reliable
infrastructure, and local leadership that
works together to get things done.

Mishawaka offers all of that.

Overall crime in Mishawaka
dropped approximately 15%
over the past year, continuing to
make us one of the safest and
most livable communities in
northern Indiana. 

We continue investing in public
safety, neighborhoods,
infrastructure, and quality of life
because those things matter to
families and businesses alike.

Mishawaka Utilities also continues
providing some of the best overall
utility value in Indiana through our
nonprofit municipal utility system. 

While many communities across
the country are experiencing
dramatic increases in utility costs,
Mishawaka residents continue
benefiting from affordable electric,
water, wastewater, and solid waste
services while we responsibly
invest in long-term infrastructure
and reliability.

And we continue investing in the
things that make communities
special:

housing growth,
and continued economic
development throughout the
city.
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Public Safety is Priority #1 and crime is down 15%
the revitalization of Rose Park,
affordable and dependable Mishawaka Utilities (Electric, Water, Wastewater and Trash)
restoration of the Battell Park Rock Garden

The recent Wall Street Journal and Realtor.com ranking of the South Bend-Mishawaka region as the top housing market in
America didn't surprise me. People are discovering what we've known for years—that Mishawaka offers affordable living, great
schools, strong neighborhoods, growing opportunities, and an exceptional quality of life.

But what makes me proudest isn't a ranking—it's our people. In Mishawaka, we still believe in community. We still believe in
working together, helping our neighbors, and investing in our future. That's the Mishawaka Way, and it's one of the biggest
reasons more families are choosing to call our city home.

That is The Mishawaka Way. And honestly, why wouldn’t you want to live here?

– Mayor Dave Wood

Come down to Ironworks Plaza and get
a taste of home grown. We are excited

for year eight of our market. We will
have produce, baked goods, homemade

crafts, food trucks and more! 

DATES: Sundays, May 31 – Sept 27* 
TIME: 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
WHERE: Ironworks Plaza 

As of May 22, Mishawaka’s splash pads
are officially open for summer fun!

When: Daily from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Where: Battell, Mary Gibbard, Central, Twin
Branch, Rose, and Crawford Parks
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MISHAWAKA MARKET

SPLASH PADS ARE OFFICIALLY
OPEN FOR THE SEASON!

SEND QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR CONCERNS TO COMMUNICATOR_FEEDBACK@MISHAWAKA.IN.GOV

*NO market Sunday, June 14th, July 5 , or Sept. 6th th



Get ready to TURN BACK TIME at Ironworks Plaza with our annual Mishawaka RETROFEST! 

DATE: JUNE 13TH

TIME: 2:00 – 10:00 PM

LOCATION: IRONWORKS PLAZA

Bands include The Crawpuppies, The 1985 & Fool

House playing your favorites from decades past.

Food trucks, kids’ area & more!
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SAVE THE DATE

MISHAWAKA RETROFEST

When:  August 15, 2026
Where: Ironworks Plaza
Cost: $5 per Participant

Test your ninja skills on the obstacle course and
other awesome inflatables! Sessions are 1 hour
and 20 minutes long.

Register for a Session:
https://mishawaka.recdesk.com/Community/

NINJA MAYHEM!

https://mishawaka.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=15
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SEND QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR CONCERNS TO COMMUNICATOR_FEEDBACK@MISHAWAKA.IN.GOV
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